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Subsection 3.—Trade with the United Kingdom and the British Empire

Trade with the United Kingdom.—As already mentioned in the intro-
duction to this Section and in Subsection 1, the trade of Canada for many years has
been-carried on predominantly with the United Kingdom and the United States, both
great trading countries, whose people speak the English language, and with whose
standards of living and tastes Canadians have much in common. The fluctuating
positions of the two countries in this regard, from Confederation to the outbreak of
the Second World War, are discussed at pp. 414-415 of the 1941 Year Book.

In 1940 the United Kingdom regained the position as the chief market for
Canadian exports which she had held since 1932, with the single exception of the year
1939. War-time demand for foodstuffs, wood products, military vehicles and
munitions was the chief cause for the increase of nearly 55 p.c.

The values of import and export trade with the United Kingdom for certain
fiscal years ended 1886 to 1921 and for the calendar years from 1926 are shown in
Table 8. Details of the commodities that made up that trade in the calendar years
193740 appear in Tables 16 and 17 of this chapter.

Trade with the British Empire.—Generally, such trade has been marked
by a larger proportion of exports than of imports. The percentage of both import
and export trade with the Empire, other than the United Kingdom, has increased .
considerably in the period covered since 1886. The industrial organization of
Canada draws increaging imports of raw materials from other Empire countries,
which in turn provide an expanding market for Canada’s manufactured and special-
ized products. A record of the value and proportion of trade with the British
Empire for representative years since 1886 is given in Table 8.
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